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the ceremony, which was to take place on the Feast of
the Assumption. A proclamation was issued fixing the
day.
During the summer the king visited Compiegne, and
from thence the journey to Eheims for the coronation
was to be made. The great forest, which still stretches
for miles to the south of the ancient city, was the
largest hunting-ground of the Frankish kings. Here
the young Philip, now fourteen years old, went out
one day with companions to hunt. They found a wild
boar, says Rigord's vivid story, and, uncoupling the
hounds, set chase after him with sounding horns through
the dark recesses of the woods. Philip's horse bore
him more swiftly than his companions, till he had left
them far behind. He found himself towards evening
quite alone, and in an absolutely secluded part of
the forest. "Seeing himself left alone in that vast
solitude of wood, he began, not without reason, to be
afraid." He looked anxiously from side to side, but saw
no signs of any human presence. He crossed himself
devoutly and commended himself to God and the Blessed
Virgin and S. Denys, the patron and defender of the
kings of the Franks. Hardly was his prayer over before
he saw a charcoal-burner, grim to behold, with face black
with charcoal, carrying a great axe on his shoulder.
The lad, when he saw him, feared somewhat, but,
recovering his courage, drew near and greeted him.
The man, when he knew to whom he was speaking,
left his work and brought him back to Compiegne.
The excitement and fatigue brought on a dangerous
illness, from which it seemed likely that the young
prince would not recover. The king was in despair.